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Why	  we	  created	  this	  eLearning	  experience	  for	  middle	  school	  students	  
 

It has now been more than fifty years since the Montgomery Bus Boycott.  

It is certain many of today’s students have grandparents and great-grandparents who endured the daily 
burdens of segregation. It is equally certain most students do not know specifically what legalized 
segregation meant to pre-civil rights movement generations.  

Before the Boycott: Riding the Bus is intended to bring to life a small aspect of Jim Crow laws for 
students, specifically the bus conditions that caused Rosa Parks to make her heroic stand on December 1, 
1955.  

 

About	  the	  eLearning	  
 

The eLearning invites students to travel back in time and play the role of a school newspaper opinion 
reporter assigned to ride the Montgomery, Alabama bus system in 1955. Armed with a trusty notebook 
and guided by teacher/editor Ms, Wells, students observe incidents between the bus driver and African-
American patrons and record impressions of events over seven stops. Each simulated incident is a 
common and recorded historic event. Life magazine at the time observed: “the pattern of segregation is a 
crazy quilt of complexity and inconsistency.” The purpose of the eLearning is to help students to 
understand the complex and inconsistent rules of riding the bus in 1955. 

After completing all seven stops, the student’s notes are assembled into a featured opinion story for the 
school newspaper. Ms. Wells may or may not make suggestions for improving the story before it is sent 
to the printer. The eLearning concludes with a printable version of the story in a custom school newspaper 
format. 

 

Recommendations	  for	  using	  the	  eLearning	  in	  your	  classroom	  
 

The eLearning can be accessed at any time from this location. Students who have home computers can 
certainly complete it as homework, but the eLearning can also be used in the classroom. An eLearning 
can make a great group activity; students can vote on choices to make for each interaction. A group 
setting allows students to discuss the eLearning events at the time they occur. 
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Suggested	  classroom	  discussion	  questions	  
 

• What does it mean to be the person who, by law, must sit in the back of the bus? What does he or 
she see and feel when sitting in the back?  Ask the same questions about the person at the front of 
the bus. 

• Rosa Parks was arrested for not following the bus rules. Could you see yourself making the same 
decision she did under similar circumstances? 

• What about the bus drivers? Are they responsible for their actions or were they “just enforcing the 
rules”? 

• Is it different to ride the bus today than in 1955?  

• Does segregation exist today? 
 If so,  

o Is it mandated by law?  

o Does it happen by choice?  

o Does it happen by circumstance? 

o What can be done to improve the situation? 

• Participating in the bus boycott was a big inconvenience for Montgomery citizens who had no 
other transportation available. Would you be willing to make such a sacrifice? 
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Using	  the	  eLearning	  
 

The following pages feature screenshots of the course and some capabilities of the screens. 

 

To personalize the course, the eLearning asks for a first name. This information does not go outside of the 
course. 
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The student can customize the school paper name using the “newspaper generator”. 
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Screens 4-6 set the scene for Montgomery, Alabama in 1955. 
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Each bus stop features the following controls: 

• Route Progress—the top panel indicates how far you are along the bus journey. 

• Halos around the passengers--hover the mouse pointer above the halos to learn more about the 
key people in each scenario. 

• Bus Conditions—hover the mouse pointer above the Bus Conditions text to learn about all the 
bus passengers. 

• Show me—click this link to set in motion the scenario described in text. 

• Learn more links—in this case, the “How was this legal?” link provides more information about 
history and the bus rules. 
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After viewing an incident at a bus stop, the student selects the descriptive statement that will later 
appear in the custom news story. 
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After each descriptive statement is selected, the student’s custom notebook appears. The student 
is asked to assign an emotional response to the statement.  

NOTE:  The arrows at the bottom of the notebook allow students to review notes for each stop. 
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Each stop follows this pattern: 

 

1. Witness the incident. 

  

2.  Assign a descriptive statement for the new story. 

  

3. Assign an emotional response to what was witnessed. 
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Once all seven stops are completed, the student is asked to assign an overall emotion to the 
experience. This emotion will be added to the news story. 
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Ms. Wells reappears to debrief the student about the experience. She provides insight into the 
history and the outcomes of the bus boycott. 
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The student’s descriptive statements (notes) are then added to the “Story-O-Matic”. 
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The student’s story appears in a reviewable version. 
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Ms. Wells provides some last minute encouragement or advice before the story goes to print. 
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The student selects a photo to go along with the story. 
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The student selects a famous civil rights quote to accompany the story. 
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The finished, printable story appears. Click the Print button to print a copy of the story.  For best 
results, print the story in a landscape orientation. 

This concludes the eLearning! 
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